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Motion-Activated Lights on Shabbos

While Walking in Street
[1] Responsum of Cheshev HaEfod by R. Chanoch Dov Padwa (1908-2000) Av Beis Din
London, published 1991.

In 1993 the question was posed to various Poskim regarding the permissibility of
walking past a light (on the way home from Shul) that is activated by a sensor. [2] The

query and three responses as subsequently printed in the periodical Or Yisrael.

[3] The permissive approach of R. Shmuel HaLevi Wosner (1913-2015) based on a few
of his responsa. See however a responsum written later [4] in which he takes a slightly
more stringent approach to the issue of entering a room that has a video camera. He has
also been quoted as giving a stricter ruling to an individual who lived in a building

with a motion-activated light in front.!
[5] Responsum of R. Yochanan Segal Wosner as reprinted in Chayei HaLevi.

[6-7] Responsa by R. Shraga Feivish Schneebalg of London and by R. Raphael Evers of

Amsterdam.

Regarding the view of R. Shlomo Zalman Auerbach (1910-1995) — see [8a] letter of his
student R. Yehoshua Yeshaya Neuwirth (1927-2013),2 and the ruling of his student in
[8b] Shemiras Shabbos Kehilchasa. See also his response to an individual whose
neighbor had motion-activated lights that would be triggered if he left his house, as

quoted in Shulchan Shlomo [9], based on the fact that this is considered a direct outcome
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[2] Or Yisrael - Motion Detectors.pdf
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[3] Shevet Halevi - Relevant Teshuvos.pdf
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[20b] Siach Nochum - Sensors.PDF



[25] Maaseh Chosheyv - Different types of Sensors.pdf
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